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SUB J : ESTABLISHMENT PRESS EMERGES VICTORIOUS, 

EXTREMIST JOURNAL PAYS THE PRICE. 

CAPETOWN FOR EMBASSY 

REF: LISBON 3299 

SUMMARY: IN FACE OF UNITED OPPOSITION OF LISBON'S 
ESTABLISHMENT PRESS, JUNTA HAS BACKED DOWN AND FORMALLY 
LIFTED ITS SUSPENSION ORDERS AGAINST THREE LISBON 
DAILIES. JUNTA FOLLO WED-UP THIS RETREAT WITH FRONTAL 
ASSAULT ON ONE OF PRESS LAW'S PRESUMED ORIGINAL TARGETS, 
MAOIST LUTA POPULAR, WHICH HAS BEEN SUSPENDED 
INDEFINATELY. POTENTIAL CRISIS FOR PROVISIONAL 
GOVERNMENT ACCORDINGLY HAS BEEN SURMOUNTED. WHILE 
RIGHTS OF "FREE PESS" SUCCESSFULLY ASSERTED, SUSPENSION 
ORDER AGAINST FAR LEFT JOURNAL CONSTITUTES SIGNIFICANT 
NARROWING OF BOUNDS WITHIN WHICH DISSENT AGAINST 
PREVAILING ORDER WILL BE TOLERATED. END SUMMARY. 

1. SUSPENSION ORDERS AGAINST THREE OF LISBON'S FOUR 
AFTERNOON DAILIES (REFTEL) STIMULATED AN IMMEDIATE 
AND UNITED REACTION BY ALL ELEMENTS OF ESTABLISHMENT 
PRESS COMMUNITY. ALTHOUGH REMAINING AFTERNOON DAILY 
DIARIO POPULAR WENT TO PRESS AUGUST 2 (WITH EDITORIAL 
ALREADY WRITTEN CONDEMNING SUSPENSION ORDERS AGAINST 
SISTER PUBLICATIONS), A CROWD OF DEMONSTRATING JOURNALISTS 
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AND OTHER NEWSPAPER EMPLOYEES MASSED IN FRONT OF 
NEWSPAPER'S OFFICES SUCCESSFULLY PREVENTED COPIES FROM 
BEING DISTRIBUTED. LISBON ACCORDINGLY SURVIVED AUGUST 2 
WITHOUT APPEARANCE OF ANY OF FOUR AFTERNOON DAILIES. 

2. IN EXPRESSION OF SOLIDARITY WITH SUSPENDED JOURNALS, 
WEEKLIES EXPRESSO AND SEMPRE FIXE DECIDED NOT TO 
PUBLISH AUGUST 3. (EXPRESSO DID PLAN, HOWEVER, TO COME 
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OUT INSTEAD ON AUGUST 5). STAFF OF MORNING 

DAILY SECULO DECIDED THAT THAT JOURNAL TOO WOULD NOT PUBLISH, 
WHILE STAFF OF OTHER MORNING DAILY (DIARIO DE 
NOTICIAS) WAS PREPARING TO ADOPT POSITION WHEN CRISIS 
ABRUPTLY RESOLVED. 

3. BOWING TO PRESSURE, JUNTA REPRESENTATIVE MET WITH 
EDITORS OF SUSPENDED NEWSPAPERS EVENING OF AUGUST 2 AND 
REACHED AGREEMENT, MADE PUBLIC TOWARD MIDNIGHT, LIFTING 
SUSPENSION ORDERS. ALL LISBON DAILIES AND WEEKLY 
EXPRESSO (BUT NOT SEMPRE FIXE) APPEARED NORMALLY ON 
AUGUST 3. WHILE DETAILS OF THIS MEETING HAVE NOT BEEN 
PUBLISHED, RESTRAINED TREATMENT OF ENTIRE ISSUE BY 
NEWSPAPERS APPEARING ON 3RD AND 5TH SUGGESTS A DECISION, 
MUTUALLY ARRIVED AT, TO TREAT DISPUTE AS ONE AMONG 
"GENTLEMEN": JUNTA TO ACT WITH GREATER RESTRAINT IN 
FUTURE (SEE PARA 6 BELOW), DAILY PRESS TO REPORT ON 
SENSITIVE MATTERS WITH GREATER DISCRETION. 

4. AUGUST 5 NEWSPAPERS CARRY TEXT OF TWO COMMUNIQUES 
EMANATING FROM JUNTA OVER WEEKEND. FIRST DENOUNCES 
"SOME ELEMENTS, CONSTITUTED IN EXTREMIST POLITICAL MOVE- 
MENTS OR ACTING INDIVIDUALLY", OF TRYING TO DISCREDIT 
THE ARMED FORCES AND UNDERMINE POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS. 

SUCH ELEMENTS, GUILTY OF "IDEOLOGICAL AGGRESSION AGAINST 
THE ARMED FORCES OR AGAINST THE PRINCIPLES PROCLAIMED 
BY THEIR MOVEMENT", ARE TO BE RIGOROUSLY PUNISHED. 

BOTH PUBLICATIONS AND PUBLIC DEMONSTRATIONS ARE 
SPECIFICALLY INCLUDED WITHIN AMBIT THIS COMMUNIQUE. 

SECOND, AIMING SPECIFICALLY AT LEFTIST-MAOIST MRPP 
WEEKLY LUTA POPULAR, ORDERED ITS INDEFINITE SUSPENSION. 

5. ONE UNANSWERED QUESTION WHICH MAY BE CLEARED U 
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WITHIN NEXT 24 HOURS CONCERNS ROLE AND COMPORTMENT OF 
AD HOC MEDIA COMMISSION. ALTHOUGH ALL MEMBERS 
OF COMMISSION RESIGNED AFTERNOON AUGUST 1, 

RESIGNATIONS REPORTEDLY WERE NOT ACCEPTED. JUNTA'S 
DECISION TO LIFT SUSPENSION ORDERS MAY PROVIDE BASIS 
FOR COMMISSION MEMBERS TO STAY IN OFFICE, THEREBY 
ENDING IMMEDIATE POLITICAL CRISIS OVER QUESTION OF 
PRESS FREEDOM. 

6. COMMENT: CLOSING-OF-RANKS OF MEMBERS ESTABLISHMENT 
PRESS APPEARS TO HAVE CARRIED DAY FOR PRINCIPLE OF 
PRESS FREEDOM— FOR THOSE WHO ASSUMED THAT INTERIM 
PRESS LAW WAS WEAPON TO BE AIMED SOLELY AGAINST FAR 
LEFT, NEVER AGAINST THOSE WHO CONSIDERED THEMSELVES 
FAITHFUL SUPPORTERS OF THE PRINCIPLES OF ARMED FORCES 
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MOVEMENT. HOWEVER. UNLESS ESTABLISHMENT PRESS REACTS 
WITH SAME VIGOR TO EFFECTIVE CLOSING OF LUTA POPULAR, 

NET RESULT WILL BE A LOSS FOR PRINCIPLE OF FREE PRESS 
IN PORTUGAL. PRECEDENT BEING ESTABLISHED TODAY MAY 
WIND UP BEING APPLIED TO NON-EXTREMIST PRESS AT SOME 
FUTURE DATE. ESPECIALLY ONCE CURRENT BROAD COALITION 
SHATTERS. IN SIMILAR FASHION THE "GENTLEMEN'S AGREEMENT" 

(IF SUCH EXISTS) BETWEEN JUNTA AND PRESS, THE ONE TO 
INVOKE THE PRESS LAW MORE SPRINGLY AND THE OTHER 
TO LAY OFF POLITICALLY SENSITIVE SUBJECTS, MAY LEAD 
TO PRESS CENSORSHIP OF MOST INVIDIOUS KIND, THAT PRACTICED 
BY EDITORS AND JOURNALISTS AGAINST THEIR OWN. 

7. A SECOND NOTEWORTHY FEATURE OF THIS CRISIS, INSOFAR AS FUTURE 
DEVELOPMENT OF DEMOCRACY IN PORTUGAL CONCERNED, IS 
THAT JUNTA'S PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED THREAT TO MOVE 
AGAINST EXTREMIST GROUPS WILL BE IMPLEMENTED FULLY. 

THUS FAR IT HAS BEEN POSSIBLE FOR THESE GROUPS TO BLOW 
OFF STEAM IN ESSENTIALLY HARMLESS PUBLIC MEETINGS AND 
BY PRINTING PUBLICATIONS OF LIMITED POPULAR APPEAL. 

JUNTA'S EXTREME SENSITIVITY TO SUBVERSIVE APPEAL OF 
GROUPS ATTEMPTING TO PROPAGANDIZE SOLDIERS IN THEIR 
BARRACKS MAY SOON LEAD TO OUTRIGHT BANNING OF MRPP 
AND OTHER FRINGE ORGANIZATIONS ON FAR LEFT. 
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